
can run up to 2 hours per day! This 
year’s captain of the dance depart-
ment, senior Kyndal Hampton, has 
been in dance for three years and 
enjoys every part of it. “Nothing is 
better than performance energy. 
You think you would mess up in 
front of so many people, but when 
you’re actually out there on stage 
you turn into another person... 
There is always a message behind 
our dances, so it’s interesting to see 
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By Tanim Woodruff

S kyline administration and 
parents were put on high 
alert when a case of Tuber-

culosis showed up in a student at 
Skyline in early September. 

Although the student was tak-
en off campus right away and re-
ceived treatment, it continued to 
be the talk of the hallways amongst 
students for weeks. 

So, how did tuberculosis come 
to our school? Isn’t it preventable 
with a vaccine?

During summer vacation or 
early in the fall, the student, who 

TO CONTINUE, SEE TB, ON PAGE 3

Cymya Stewart of the Dance Production crew takes flight.

By Sean Saechao, Kareem Muhammad & 
Okikiola Abodunrin

Do your parents have to keep 
yelling at you to stop sing-
ing in the shower? Do you 

have a passion for being the center 
of attention? Well, Skyline’s Per-
formance Arts classes allow you to 
participate in events that enable 
you to take the spotlight on stage! 

Skyline’s Performing Arts De-

partment courses consist of Choir, 
Dance, Instrumental, and Drama. 
Each course has a variety of differ-
ent events that you can either take 
part in, or just watch.

First up, is the Dance Depart-
ment!

The talented Ms. James leads 
the dance department at Skyline. 
But it is no easy task--dancers train 
very hard. Depending on how 
many dances they are in, practices TO CONTINUE, SEE PREVIEW, ON PAGE 12

TB Scare 
Shocks 
Skyline 

TO CONTINUE, SEE MOM, ON PAGE 4
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Performers 
Leap Into 
Spotlight
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Performing Arts Preview Night Dazzles 
the audience’s reaction to our mes-
sages.” 

Hampton is looking forward to 
all the new dances this year. “We’re 
doing everything from modern, to 
contemporary, to hip-hop, jazz, Af-
rican, salsa, and many more! We 
will have shows in mid-January 
and May, and even a Black History 
Month show. Come check us out.” 

Our fallen Titan, Jamari Wil-
son, parted ways with us 
on May 28, 2016. Only 15 

years old when he drowned, Wil-
son was a courageous leader and 
positive role model for all who 
crossed his path. His ambition and 
presence greatly influenced oth-
ers, and his memory will continue 
to live on through his loved ones. 

Wilson’s mother, Samantha, 
will be walking the stage in his 
place with the Graduating Class of 
2018.

Although Wilson only attend-
ed Skyline for less than a year, 
he left an incredible mark in his 
short time here. Wilson was wide-
ly loved around campus for his 
strong friendships with many stu-
dents, and was also regarded high-

Jamari 
Wilson
Sophomore was 
inspiration to others

Most teenage girls drop 
out of school once they 
find out they’re preg-

nant. However, that’s not the 
case for Isabel Carlay. The moth-
er of 1 ½ year old twin girls, Au-
bree and Nevaeh, did the com-
plete opposite.

Although she was terrified 
when she read the “positive” re-
sult on the pregnancy test, let 
alone to find out she would have 
twins, Carlay continued with her 
pregnancy at the mere age of 15. 
She refused to let her pregnancy 
be an excuse to stop her from her 
education.

Every morning, the Skyline 
sophomore caught the 39 and 
walked up the hill even though 
she was carrying the extra 
weight of two humans. Carlay 
recalls, “I would have to stand on 
the bus because nobody knew I 
was pregnant, so they wouldn’t 
give up a seat. It was really hard, 
walking up the hill at 7 months 
pregnant … That was a lot, but 
it made me feel stronger. Like I 

By Sabrina Ramos

Remember the Titans

TO CONTINUE, SEE JAMARI, ON PAGE 5

Jamari Wilson
PHOTO OF MEMORIAL DISPLAY BY ARMANI CASTON
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Hurricane 
Katrina 
Survivor 
Catches On 
at Skyline

Teen Mom 
Finds Extra 
Motivation

Isabel Carlay with daughters Aubree and Nevaeh.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FAMILY

Athlete Profile

TO CONTINUE, SEE KE-WON, ON PAGE 2

“I was so scared. I thought 
the world was gonna end,” 
said Senior football play-

er, Ke-Won Morrison, of living 
through Hurricane Katrina at age 
eight. “My mother and I were stuck 
on top of the roof. There were dead 
bodies floating in the water. It 
smelled bad from the sewage wa-
ter and trash.” 

Morrison describes this tragedy 
as life changing. He moved out of 
Louisiana and stayed in seven dif-
ferent states with his single moth-
er. When asked what motivates 
him he replied, “I don’t wanna 
be poor. I don’t wanna be middle 
class. I want more than that.” 

The football player’s father died 
when he was four years old. “I 
cried that whole day I found out. 
If my dad was still alive, my mom 
and I would’ve stayed in one place 

By Destiny Williams

Fashion

2016

By Destiny Williams & Natalie Washington

Page 7 UberEATS 
Banned

BlackStudentUnion 
Rises Again Page 9 Page 3



November 2016TheTitanTimes     

Opinions expressed in The 
Titan Times reflect the view of 

its writers and not those of any 
other member of The Titan Times 
staff or the Skyline High School 

community. The Titan Times  
is published by students of the 
Journalism class at Skyline.

12250 Skyline Boulevard,
Oakland, CA 94619

(510) 482-7109
laila.samimi@ousd.org

© 2016 The Titan Times

Coaches Bates & Woo: Once Titans, Always Titans
“All I knew growing up 

was Skyline football. 
I even have a Titan 

tatted on me. Winning 
was instilled in us. ”

 — Coach Bates
“No matter how far you 

go in life, never for-
get where you came 

from,” is the typical motto when 
you have made it out of a city such 
as Oakland. As alumni of Skyline, 
Joe Bates and Michael Wooten are 
living witnesses of this. 

Even though they grew up in 
different parts of Oakland, they 
still have the Titan blood that 
makes them one. They were both 
a part of the last team at Skyline 
to win a championship in football, 
which unfortunately was back in 
2005. 

It has been 10 long years since 
then, but the football program is 
hoping this is the year they bring it 
back. Together, they devote count-
less hours of their time to Skyline’s 
2016-2017 football team. 

Coach Joe Bates is the head 
coach, while Coach Michael “Woo” 

By Renelle Malone 

Alumni return 
to support next 
generation

Wooten is in command of the wide 
receiver corps and the offense as a 
whole. Last year, Skyline’s football 
team suffered a 1-10 record led by 
Coach Edward Smith. This is par-
tially what inspired Bates and Woo 
to return to their Titan roots. 

“We have sucked for 10 years. 
When I was in school, everybody 
wanted to come play at Skyline. 
People took pride in the football 
program here,” said Woo.

Bates agreed, adding, “The lack 
of success on the hill hurts. All I 

knew growing up was Skyline foot-
ball. I even have a Titan tatted on 
me. Winning was instilled in us.” 

When asked why Skyline has 
not performed up to its capabilities 
in the past, the coaches pointed 
to player motivation. “One of my 
players, Hakeem Doe Parker, fin-
ishes first in every running activity. 
He works hard. If we had 30 peo-
ple with the heart like Hakeem, we 
would never lose,” said Wooten.  

Varsity football players were 
asked about their thoughts on their 
coaches and the effect they have on 
their lives. 

“The way Coach Bates operates, 
he instantly changed our football 
program dramatically. The way he 
runs our team shows that his work 
ethic is pure and he’s overall ambi-
tious,” says tight end and defensive 
end Ronald Jenkins. “Coach Bates 
is more than a football coach—he’s 
a mentor and a role model,” he 
added.

Senior Running back, Hakeem 
Doe-Parker, had praise for Coach 
Woo. “He is a great coach. He 
pushes me… pushes me real hard 
to be successful in life. He has high-
er expectations of me than I do for 

myself.” 
It is no surprise that their play-

ers speak so highly of them, but 
they are not the only ones. For-
mer head coach Edward Smith was 
asked why he chose Coach Bates 
and Woo to take his position and 
stated, “They are young, energetic, 
and for years we were trying to get 
alumni up here. They brought back 
the traditional aspect to the foot-
ball program and they are benefi-
cial for the community.” 

Bates has a 20/20 vision for the 
Class of 2020. He wants every sin-
gle freshman in the class now in-
volved in the football program to 
have a 3.0 GPA by the time they 
are seniors. Education is valued by 
both coaches.

When asked who inspires him, 
Bates stated, ”It’s kind of cliche, 
but my 2 year-old son. I just see it 
in his eyes when he looks at me. I 
know he’s looking for me to lead 
him. He inspires me to get up when 
I don’t want to get up.” 

From the way the season has 
been going so far, it seems like 
things are already turning around. 
The team currently has an im-
proved record of 3-5 as of Nov. 1.

Head Coach Bates

Coach “Woo” Wooten

PHOTO BY STAFF
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Skyline senior football cap-
tains Parnell Walker and 
Cameron Broudes were 

unfortunately on the 1-10 team 
last year. But according to them, 
this year will be much different. 

When asked about mis-
conceptions about the foot-
ball team, quarterback Parnell 
Walker stated, “People think 
we’re weak because last year’s 
record shows that we don’t have 
a lot of wins. But that’s not true. 
We gone be saucy, and we tak-
ing W’s.” 

Cameron Broudes agreed, 
stating, “You should be looking 
out for a very breaking season, 
we’re for surely not going to go 
1-10, that’s out. I feel very con-
fident with my team and we’re 
going to do very well.”

These two captains are not 
just football players — they 
are scholars first. Peer Cam-
eryn Mabry said about their 
work ethic, “Every time I pass 
their study hall room I always 
see them doing their work and 
making sure that their team-
mates are on top of their stuff.” 

Skyline teacher Ms. Samimi 
confirmed, saying, “It’s not just 
football for them. Both of these 
young men are always friendly, 
polite, and displaying leader-
ship qualities everytime I see 
them around campus.”

When asked what brought 
them to their careers in football, 
Broudes stated, “Just the sport 
itself. It caught my eye ever 

end of the day, we all get along 
because we’re all humans.”

The Skyline student body 
hopes what these boys are say-
ing is true, and that they will 
bring home victories every Fri-
day, especially with it being 
their senior year. 

If they just keep working 
hard and stay determined, they 
should be able to keep their 
word and have a “breaking sea-
son” and “take W’s”.

From 1-10 to New & Improved?
Football Season Preview

By Kyndal Hampton

since I was little. I’ve been playing 
since I was eight years old. I didn’t 
play for two years of high school, 
but I came back, I love it, and I’m 
back on my grind.”

When asked about rumors sur-
rounding the chemistry and unity 
of the team, Walker was quick to 
dismiss any tension. 

“Of course we’re going to have 
our fonk; we’re all dudes, so every-
body is going to have a different 
opinion,” said Walker, “but at the 
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Captains promise 
a ‘breaking 
season’ of wins

instead of moving around so much. 
When I was younger my goal was 
to find the guy who killed my dad 
and kill him.”

Morrison plays wide receiver 
as #17 for Skyline High School. 
“Football comes easiest to me. It all 
started when I caught a pass and 
fell on a stack of bricks. I liked the 
adrenaline.” 

When asked about his feelings 
for Skyline’s football team he re-
plied, “I don’t have a feeling for 
the team. The definition of team 
doesn’t mean a thing to me. But I 
do care about some of the players.” 

“I can come off as a narcissist or 
cocky, but most people don’t real-
ize I’m actually caring,” said Morri-
son. He has goals to go to a college 
like UCLA, Washington State, and 
ASU, and has already been recruit-
ed by many of these schools. 

Sara Gonzalez, a Skyline cheer-
leader, had kind words to share 
about the hurricane survivor, al-
though admitting she wasn’t sure 
about him at first. 

“My first impression was ‘who 
does he think he is?’ But after get-
ting to know him, I’d say he’s pret-
ty cool. He asked me a lot of ques-
tions about myself and even gave 
me relationship advice. He is very 
cocky, not too much in a bad way, 
but confident because he knows 
he’ll be successful.”

However, Morrison is not one 
for romance or marriage. 

Parnell Walker, Kyndal Hampton & Cameron Broudes.
PHOTO BY STAFF

“I don’t care about none of that. 
I do want kids though. I just don’t 
want a daughter; that would be 
stressful.”

When asked about his biggest 
fear he said, “Nothing really scares 
me, except getting injured and ru-
ining my football career. But after 
Hurricane Katrina, I’m not afraid 
to die.”

KE-WON: 
Receiver Has 
Faced Many 
Life Challenges

Ke-Won Morrison looks for 
yards after the catch.

PHOTO BY STAFF

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

2 | Sports

CONTINUED FROM KE-WON, ON PAGE 1



TheTitanTimes     November 20163 | News

It was the first home game of the 
football season for the Skyline 
Titans. The bleachers were full, 

the food was hot, and the players 
were ready. Everything was going 
fine... until disaster struck with the 
hundred dollar bill. 

It was towards the end of the 
fourth quarter before anyone no-
ticed. Leadership juniors were 
counting their money to make the 
last exchange of the night, when 
suddenly Amirah Boulware ex-
claimed, “He just handed me a fake 
bill!” Boulware felt hesitant about 
handing off the money, but the 
feeling came and went too quickly 
for her to act on it. Upon handing 
the bill to fellow Leadership stu-
dent Adriana Villegas, it was no-
ticed that the bill was fake.

In an act of anger and disap-
pointment, Boulware and Cheer 
Coach, Quiana Brooks, went on a 
search for the boy who handed off 
the fake $100 bill. There was no 
luck. He was long gone into the 
crowd of people at the game. 

It was later discovered that not 

Leadership Loses Big on Fake Bills

On Monday, September 
26th, an announcement 
was made by the Sky-

line administration that dra-
matically changed students’ 
nutritional lives. “No more 
UberEATS?!” could be heard up 
and down the halls, shouted by 
multiple students in shock and 
protest, after hearing about the 
official decision to ban all out-
side food from coming up to 
campus. The recent decision 
meant that Skyline is no longer 
supporting any delivered food 
on campus. 

Students are now far more 
limited with the choices of go-
ing to the student store, snack 
bar, or cafeteria within the 30 
minute lunch period in order to 
get the proper sustenance they 
need to pay attention through 7 
classes a day. Many students are 
outraged by the decision, and 
feel that they are being ripped 
of their freedom of choice.

“It’s bull****,” said a dedi-
cated UberEATS customer who 
wished to remain anonymous. 
“It be some crappy food in this 
school and people be hungry 
and we sit here in our chairs all 
day. We deserve to get food we 
actually like if we are the ones 
paying for it,” added the sopho-
more. 

According to the Cafeteria 
Manager, Roslyn DeCuir-Gilder, 
cafeteria food tastes better than 
students think. “The food is ac-

UberEATS Ban Sparks Student Outrage 
tually really tasty, because we are 
doing it from scratch. So we taste 
as we prepare it, so we make sure 
it has good flavor before we serve it 
to the students. And we have a lot 
more fun food than we probably 
did last year and the past couple of 
years.”

The main question students 
were left with was, “Why?” Why 
did the administration make this 
decision to stop all outside food 
from coming in? Another student 
who chose to remain anonymous 
claims, “Actually, I don’t know why 
UberEATS got banned because it 
was a really nice app. A lot of peo-
ple used it. It made us enjoy lunch 
more, and actually look forward to 
the food we were eating.”

Assistant Principal Ms. Webb 
had the answers. “The reason is 
that it is against the Food and Well-
ness Policy of the District,” she ex-
plained. “There’s a certain amount 

of food that the cafeteria orders, 
and when food is brought off-cam-
pus, it undermines OUSD Food 
Services and has them create food 
that goes to waste.” 

DeCuir-Gilder had another rea-
son, “When somebody gets food off 
campus brought to them, and the 
student gets sick off of that meal, 
the first person they want to come 
talk to is me, even if they didn’t get 
that food from our cafeteria. They 
must’ve gotten something from 
one of the students, teachers, or 
gotten it brought up to the school 
by someone. But either way, the 
Manager and the Food Service gets 
held responsible because the stu-
dents a lot of times won’t say where 
they really got the food.”

These explanations make logi-
cal sense, yet many students at 
Skyline still think the ban is un-
fair. “I just really don’t like that it 
was never officially announced to 

us that UberEATS was banned,” 
said yet another anonymous 
student. “We just all of a sudden 
weren’t allowed to anymore, 
with no explanation why.” 

When asked if she had any 
words for the upset students, 
Webb replied, “I understand 
that they are angry, and that we 
should have probably let you all 
know that this was a rule a lot 
sooner, but we did not know 
that this was going to be a prob-
lem until we had the issue of 50 
UberEATS drivers delivering to 
the gate every five minutes. Un-
fortunately, sometimes we have 
to enforce rules that you guys 
don’t like, but at the end of the 
day, we have to be in line with 
what Education code says, what 
OUSD policy says, and we’re re-
ally just here to keep you safe.” 

However, this ban doesn’t 
mean that the students do not 
have a voice to raise their con-
cerns regarding this issue. In 
fact, Webb encouraged out-
raged students to do something 
meaningful with their anger 
rather than just complain about 
it. 

“The OUSD board meets ev-
ery month, and they always 
have an open section for the au-
dience to make comments on is-
sues they want to bring up,” said 
Webb. “There are also commit-
tees that the students can join, 
like the Wellness Committee, to 
have more input.” 

Students at Skyline might 
just have a chance to get their 
famous Louisiana Fried Chicken 
back on campus again, if they 
advocate hard enough. Will 
they really take action on the 
changes they want to make? 

    

just that one, but four, of the hun-
dred dollar bills collected shared 
the same serial number. What 
did this mean? $400 of the hard 
earned Junior Class money that 
would have been spent on Home-
coming, Prom, and other campus 
events was now lost. 

News spread quickly about the 
bills being counterfeit and the ju-
nior class was not happy to hear 
about it. Tears were shed and Sky-
line’s Junior Class was distraught 
with the thought of all the money 
being lost. Junior, Kyla Henderson, 
said, “That [loss of money] made 
me really upset because I just feel 
like people are so dishonest and it’s 
not fair.” 

 As the game ended with a 36 to 
6 loss, Leadership students packed 
up with sorrowful faces and dis-
content in their hearts. Skyline 
Leadership teacher, Justin An-
derson, said, “A grave error that I 
take full responsibility for is that 
we shouldn’t have taken a bill over 
$20.” 

However, as always, Junior 
Class President, Nadia Brooks, 
found the silver lining in the situ-
ation and said, “Take an optimistic 
view on it because it was more of 
an opportunity than it was a dis-
advantage.” These motivational 
words in a moment of detriment 
helped the Leadership team wipe 
away their tears and take a more 

optimistic stance.
Although $400 was lost, An-

derson said, “I was very impressed 
with the organization of the Junior 

Class, and in the end I look at it as a 
learning experience for everyone.”

There is some positivity in this 
moment of loss. 

Counterfeit 
hundreds slip 
through, hurting 
junior fundraising
By Amirah Boulware

Yousef Abdallah holding one of the counterfeit bills.
PHOTO BY STAFF

By Jamilah Hussain

will remain unnamed to protect 
identity, caught tuberculosis (or 
“TB”). This student was found to 
have an active TB infection during 
a screening for this infection, and 
was taken out of school as soon as 
possible. 

In an interview with KRON 
4, the father of the student’s girl-
friend spoke saying that his daugh-
ter told him that her boyfriend was 
coughing up blood and hadn’t been 
feeling well overall for a few weeks 
or so. After hearing this news, the 
family made sure he saw his doc-
tor, and after an X-ray screening, 
it was discovered that he had TB in 
his lungs.

First, it is important to know 
what TB is, and why it is impor-
tant that it gets treated as fast as 
possible. Tuberculosis is a bacteri-
al infection that usually resides in 
a person in an inactive form for a 
period of time. When the disease 
becomes active, it generally sits in 
the lungs, and grows. Once active, 
it kills the living cells around the 
area and in this way it acts like HIV, 
slowly killing the organ as well. If 
left untreated, one can die. 

TB was once a very common in-
fection to have, until 1950, when 
scientists created a vaccine that 
works 89 percent of the time. Most 
students get this shot around the 
7th grade. The disease is contract-
ed by long exposure to the contam-
inated air with the disease. 

However, one can only get TB 
if he or she spends a lot of time 
breathing the same air as another 
person with active TB. Even then, 
with the strength of our modern 
immune systems, it is highly un-
likely you will contract the disease.

Once administration and OUSD 
officials heard about this incident, 
they decided to be extremely trans-
parent with the news. A meeting 
was immediately scheduled, and 
principals sent letters and phone 
calls home telling families that a 
student had brought TB to school 
with them, and to be on the look-
out for it in their homes. Students 
were told to look out for symptoms 
like unusual sleepiness, excessive 
coughing, and night sweats. 

The paranoia and concern 
amongst students and teachers 
on campus was so intensified that 
administration believed the best 
course of action was to have all stu-
dents and staff who were thought 
to have been in contact with the in-
fected student meticulously blood 
tested by an independent medical 
group. These TB tests were free to 
students and staff. 

Ms. Sasaki, the head of Sky-
line’s Health Center, told reporters 
that  318 students and staff were 
pulled from classes to be injected 
with vaccines and tested. When 

TB: Sick 
Student Has 
Recovered 

asked how much these tests cost 
the school, Principal Bloom stated, 
“It cost nothing, it was all done by 
the Alameda Health Department, 
since they had an interest in stop-
ping it from spreading.” 

The fortunate news is that no 

Many students 
complain of lack 
of food choices

A sophomore checks the choices on UberEATS.
PHOTO BY STAFF

one else on Skyline’s campus has 
been found with an active form 
of Tuberculosis. When given this 
news, sophomore Kalolaine Outafi 
said, “That is good news to hear. I 
guess I was a little worried at first, 
but I always knew I wouldn’t get it. 

It got way over-hyped. People were 
just over-reacting.” 

According to administration, as 
of Friday October 21, the student 
in question is completely healthy 
and back on campus, having been 
fully cleared by medical profes-

sionals who confidently assured 
that the student could resume 
schooling. Hopefully now, with all 
the misinformation out of the way, 
students can resume their normal 
activities without any further men-
tion of TB for the rest of the year.

CONTINUED FROM TB, ON PAGE 1

Some concerned students 
wore air filter masks.

PHOTO BY STAFF
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could do anything.”
Carlay continued to attend Sky-

line until she was 7 months preg-
nant; she knew she would have to 
provide for two extra people. The 
cost of diapers, daycare, clothes, 
and food would soon add up, and 
a high school degree, at the least, 
was necessary to pay the bills. 

Before she found out she would 
be a mother, Carlay didn’t care 
much for school. Her freshman 
year, she was a straight-F student. 
However, once she found out she 
was pregnant, “I started getting 
straight-A’s,” she said. She knew 
she had to do it for her girls. 

Shihda Abdallah, a great friend 
of Carlay’s, confirmed this. “Be-
fore, Isabel was a slacker. She 
didn’t go to any of her classes. Out 
of everyone, it was like she cared 
about school the least,” he said. 
“But after she found out she was 
pregnant, she wasn’t the same Isa-
bel. She started going to all of her 
classes, she started getting A’s. She 
graduated a year before her entire 
class. She’s amazing.”

Like many single moms, the 
15-year-old found herself raising 
her children with no help from her 
significant other. Up until she was 
6 months pregnant, the father of 
Carlay’s twins spent the majority 
of her pregnancy locked up in Ju-
venile Hall. 

Luckily, Carlay found herself 
with the full support of her moth-
er and sister. With this support, the 

How well do you really 
know the life of your 
teacher? Would you 

know that your teacher used to 
eat half-eaten burritos out of 
trash cans because, as a teenag-
er, they were homeless? 

Well, this can be said about 
Ms. Casey Dolan, freshman Eng-
lish teacher and lead teacher of 
the Prometheus House here at 
Skyline. Living in Oakland at the 
ages of 15 and 16, Dolan first 
started running away to Berke-
ley in an attempt to escape the 
problems created by the realities 
of her mental health issues.

Dealing with these issues, 
amongst other obstacles in her 
young life, her impulsive per-
sonality at the time led to run-
ning away and being homeless 
for weeks or months on end. Ms. 
Dolan remembers running with 
friends older than her. 

She recalls waiting outside of 
restaurants for half-eaten food, 
and even sleeping in abandoned 
houses without electricity or 
running water. She said, “It was 
like having a crazy unsupervised 
slumber party, and that was just 
the happy side … It would get 
really scary sometimes.” 

Most of Dolan’s experiences 
were as a teenager, the same age 
that many of her students are 
now. She realized that she want-
ed to be healthy, and happy, and 
she reached out for help. Luck-
ily for her, there were friends 
and family waiting to help her 
straighten out. 

Dolan finds it very impor-
tant to remind people that being 

Have you seen an unfamil-
iar face walking around in 
a bright orange construc-

tion jacket this year? No, it’s not 
our new construction team—it’s 
our new Co-Principal! Ms. Nan-
cy Bloom grew up here in the Bay 
Area, and says she wants the best 
for this school. She hopes that she 
and Dr. Blye can shift Skyline’s cul-

cation is the key to anything you 
want to do in life.  

Outside of Skyline, Ms. Bloom 
feels passionate about many in-
justices in today’s society such as 
abortion rights, housing inequal-
ity, and underfunding of public 
schools. She calls herself a “hard-
core Democrat” and believes that 
high taxes on the rich are a good 
idea. 

When asked what causes her 
the most anxiety, she answered, 
“When I don’t feel like I’m mak-
ing enough good things happen for 
kids as quickly as they need to hap-
pen. I lose sleep over that.” She is 
consumed by trying to figure out 

New Co-Principal 
Arrives — What 
Should You Know? 
By Zaya Huntsinger

A ‘Bloom’ of Fresh Air 
“One day I woke up and realized 

that saving people from having to 
pay more taxes, or balancing their 
checkbooks … is anybody going to 
care years from now?” She had a 
realization. “I thought, I could have 
an impact on kids that would last a 
hundred years because it would be 
passed down through generations. 
I woke up one day and decided [to 
change careers].”

Because she had an unconven-
tional route to her job, she says, 
“I totally get the kids that don’t go 
straight to college — because that’s 
not the path everybody takes. I 
think it’s actually kind of fool-
ish to expect 18 year olds to know 
what they’re going to do with their 
whole life.” 

She herself changed her path 
when she was around forty years 
old, so how can she expect any-
body to know what to do when 
they’re our age? She thinks that, 
“Kids need life experience in or-
der to make sound decisions about 
what they choose to do.”

Ms. Bloom even admitted to be-
ing a bit of a troublemaker when 
she was a teenager. She tells a story 
about playing a prank. 

“When I was in high school we 
had a pom-pom girl [team] and ev-
ery Thursday at the assembly they 
would do a dance to a hit song. I 
couldn’t stand them. So I loved to 
invent my own fun. I snuck back-
stage before they went on and I 
switched the record.” 

She smiled. “You should’ve seen 
the look on their faces. But because 
they’re on stage and there’s 2,000 
kids watching they had to do some-
thing, so they just did the same 
dance but sped it up like 5 times. 
I think that is probably one of my 
finest moments.”

Her advice for high schoolers is, 
“Come to school and pay attention 
in class. Empty chairs don’t learn 
anything. Education is your key lit-
erally to anything. Three quarters 
— or more — of learning is simply 
showing up.” 

Co-Principal 
Nancy Bloom

PHOTO FROM OUSD

what would be best 
for the kids at Skyline. 
“How do we fix this; 
how do we fund that?” 
Bloom asks herself. 

Ms. Bloom wants 
to help create a bet-
ter name for Skyline 
because she believes 
it is already amaz-
ing: “Skyline is a 
great school; it [just] 
doesn’t have the right 
PR. People don’t know 
how great it is, and 
how brilliant the kids 

are.” 
She says she gets asked a lot by 

concerned students if she would 
ever make uniforms a requirement. 
Her response is, “No. I would say 
no a hundred times, but the fact is, 
if you want to avoid uniforms, you 
men got to pull up your pants, and 
you women have to wear appropri-
ate clothing. This isn’t the proper 
venue to be putting yourself out 
like that. It’s a distraction.” She 
says students need to think about 
the kind of attention they want, 
and what they want people to as-
sume about them.

Ms. Bloom was not always a 
principal. After college, she went 
into audit defense against the IRS. 
But, everything changed when she 
was 45 years old. 

ture in a positive up-
ward direction.

So, what do the 
Skyline youth think 
about their new Co-
Principal so far? Stu-
dents want to get to 
know her better. 

Senior Okikiola 
Abodunrin says, “I 
want to know more 
about her. She seems 
chill, but she hasn’t 
really made herself 
known to students on 
campus yet. I think 
the only time we’ve seen her was 
at an assembly.” Well, here’s your 
chance to get all the information 
you need!

Students won’t know, for exam-
ple, that Bloom has experienced 
many obstacles and life challenges 
on her path to success. She grew 
up very poor, for starters. 

“My sister was the statistic that 
had the baby at fifteen, dropped 
out, and had all the re-marriages 
and all the other stuff,” she said. 
“She never graduated from high 
school.”

Ms. Bloom was the first person 
in her family to graduate from high 
school and go to college. Because 
of this, she is compassionate and 
optimistic towards youth in similar 
situations. She believes that edu-

homeless isn’t always a choice.
“There are hard-working 

people who just fall behind on 
their bills, lose their job, or lose 
their place on a steep slope,” 
said Dolan. “We have a lot of 
working, functioning homeless. 
A lot of people there don’t want 
to be there. But it’s such a steep 
hill to get up,” she added.  

Dolan says she turned her life 
around by going back to school 
and getting a degree in teach-
ing. What inspired her to do this 
was the fact that she discovered 
that she loved sharing informa-
tion with people. She believes in 
sharing what was shared with 
her, passing on the tools that un-
lock knowledge and discovery.

Thanks to this decision, Ms. 
Dolan is now playing an impor-
tant role in her students’ lives. 
Her former student, Isabella Ra-
mos, claimed that, “Ms. Dolan 
is caring and loves and respects 
her students in terms of life both 
inside and outside of school.” 

It is clear Dolan truly cares 
about her students. “The 
thought of any of my students 
out in the city and their parents 
not knowing where they are. It’s 
just … It’s just terrifying.”

Freshmen English teach-
er Chuck Pearson, known for 
his years of teaching experi-
ence, had this to say about Ms. 
Dolan’s teaching style. “She is 
able to build relationships with 
her students, and make curricu-
lum meaningful and relevant.” 

By Keren Webb

From the Streets 
to the Classroom
Teacher was 
homeless teen

Ms. Dolan teaches English at Skyline.
PHOTO BY STAFF

“It would get really 
scary sometimes.”

 — Ms. Dolan, on her time as 
a runaway teenager

single mom of twin girls was not 
only able to graduate from high 
school, but did so a year early.

Now, Carlay is a straight-A stu-
dent and Nursing Major at Meritt 
College. Her list of achievements 
doesn’t stop there. Carlay earned 
herself an exclusive paid intern-
ship at Kaiser Hospital, and has 
since been awarded by the Mayor 
of Oakland, Libby Schaaf, for her 
strong will and determination. 
Carlay’s experience of being in the 
NICU with her premature babies, 

born two months early, sparked 
her interest in becoming a neona-
tal nurse. 

Carlay now feels she’s better off 
being separated from the father 
of her kids, and says she does not 
wish to get back together with him. 
She felt it was unhealthy for par-
ents to be fighting in front of their 
children. Carlay said they have dif-
ferent parenting styles, so being 
apart makes things easier.

When asked her favorite part 
about being a mother, she replied, 
“You get to learn. Your kids are al-
ways teaching you. When I became 
a parent, I started seeing life differ-
ently. I used to be really stuck up. 
Now, I just want to help people.” 
Carlay shared that as a mother, 
she has to put her daughters before 
herself. She can’t always go out 
and have fun with her friends; she 
has to take care of her babies first.

Although being a single mom 
of twins and a full-time student 
is challenging at times, Carlay 
says she’d do it all over again. Her 
only regrets are wishing that she 
took more pictures throughout 
her pregnancy, and that she was 
more open about her pregnancy at 
school, instead of being ashamed. 
She takes pride in her children, so 
she regrets her embarrassment.

To teenage girls, Carlay said, 
“Think twice before you do it. Have 
safe sex.” Her message to other 
teen moms is, “Keep doing what 
you’re doing, because anything is 
possible.”

CONTINUED FROM MOM, ON PAGE 1

MOM: Now Studying to Become a Nurse

Isabel Carlay with her twin 
daughters. Carlay is now a 
straight-A student in college.

PHOTO FROM OUSD
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ly by his teachers and coaches as a 
polite, friendly, charming, and im-
pressive young man.  

Aside from his strong academ-
ics and leadership, Wilson was also 
highly anticipated to play for Sky-
line’s football team in the coming 
season. 

The team was excited about 
Wilson’s addition to the team, hop-
ing his presence would be a major 
boost. Many were convinced he 
would be a star player. 

Wilson died along with his 
longtime close friend Josiah Pratt,  
when the two drowned after jump-
ing out of a boat on Woodward 
Reservoir in Stanislaus County.

Pratt, who was also 15, was a 
student at Zapata Street Academy 
in Oakland.

Wilson is survived by his par-
ents Samantha and Baron, along 
with hundreds of friends and fam-
ily who love and miss his presence 
dearly, and stand in solidarity and 
mourning with the family. 

Students can still to this day be 
found around Skyline’s campus 
wearing R.I.P. shirts, chains, lan-
yards, posters, and photographs 
in Wilson’s memory. The first few 
football games of the season were 
special dedications to him. 

The family’s wish is to have any-
one who knew Jamari to represent 
him in the best way possible, and 
for him to live through all of us. Ja-
mari’s name will forever be kept 
alive. 

The following is a collection of 
memories, stories, and tributes to 
Jamari from his loved ones. 

Ronald Jenkins, Friend
“That was my closest brother 

ever. If he was still here, I’d tell him 
I love him. I love my brother. And 
I’d tell him I’m doing my thang, if 
you know what I mean.”

Jahnae Jones, Friend
“Jamari was my best friend. He 

was the one person who knew how 

Prepare the 2048 U.S. presi-
dential election starting to-
day! Senior Cynthia Barqu-

ero is the brand new president of 
the student body at Skyline, but 
after witnessing her accomplish-
ments in just two short months so 
far, it is easy to imagine this leader 
reaching for even larger presiden-
tial goals a couple years from now. 

After beating out fellow senior 
Armani Traylor by a slim margin 
last year, Barquero wishes for her 
senior year at Skyline to have a 
strong positive impact. “I want to 
leave a legacy behind that will im-
prove Skyline and make it a sec-
ond home to all of the students on 
campus,” said Barquero. Skyline 
has been in need of an exceptional 
leader for 2016-2017, and we may 
have just found that leader.

This 4.50 GPA student was al-
ready involved in various extracur-
riculars such as Dance Production, 
interning at the Youth Center, and 
being the Leadership Treasurer, 
amongst other things. So why did 
she run for class president on top 

groups of people. 
“I am insanely passionate about 

political corruption and inequality 
in our economic system,” she said. 
“It’s a critical and analytical look at 

of all her current activities? She 
says she genuinely felt that the 
school could use what she has to 
offer. 

One of Barquero’s main focuses 
as president is to promote positive 
vibes and better opportunities for 
all students. “We have a variety of 
events coming up,” she explained. 
“Lunch time events, a lot of teacher 
appreciation, a lot of positivity, and 
a lot of good culture going around 
our Skyline community.”

Barquero has already delivered 
on her promises. The first pep rally 
of the year was glow-in-the-dark, 
something we had never seen be-
fore as a school. Also, there have 
been a lot more college visits, aca-
demic support, and fun lunch time 
events on campus under Barque-
ro’s term at Skyline. 

Leadership advisor Mr. An-
derson says “Cynthia has quali-
ties in some areas that I’d even 
like to grow in as a teacher. It is 
her unique skill set that makes her 
such a great leader.” Senior Lead-
ership student Khayree Shannon 
echos those statements, adding, 
“Cynthia is very optimistic and ca-
pable …  she is a good president.” 

As far as her personal beliefs 
and platforms, Barquero feels 
strongly about inequality in Amer-
ica. She believes our system is cor-
rupt and it is biased against certain 

Barquero for US President 2048?

By Kareem Muhammad

Student leader 
already delivering 
on her promises

our society. Money is power, so un-
fortunately those without it can’t 
get their voices heard. Our justice 
system favors those who have pow-
er and wealth.” 

If she ever goes into politics in 
the real world, Barquero wishes to 
change this system completely and 
build an environment where there 
is no oppression, no discrimina-
tion, and only equality among ev-
eryone, regardless of your racial or 
economic background. 

Although there are still some 
problems in both Skyline’s local 
campus, and the broader world as 
a whole, President Barquero sees 
problems everywhere from a lead-
er’s perspective. 

Make sure to keep up with Cyn-
thia’s road to success, as it would 
be no surprise if Cynthia ran for 
president for something even big-
ger than a High School. Cynthia for 
President 2048! You heard it here 
first! 

Student Body President Cynthia Barquero
PHOTO BY STAFF

“Money is power, so 
unfortunately those 
without it can’t get 
their voices heard. 
Our justice system 

favors those who have 
power and wealth.” 

 —ASB President Cynthia Barquero

Alazah Dawson, First Love
“Jamari was my first love, my 

bestfriend, literally my everything. 
We started our friendship as babies 
and been glued ever since.

 He showed me what respect 
is from a boy and what love is at 
a young age. He made me realize 
things that I never got a chance to 
thank him for. I’m satisfied with 
our last conversation because the 
last words were ‘I love you’ a day 
before everything happened, and 
that’s all I can really thank God for 
because we weren’t really getting 
along at the time. 

So for our last words to be that, 
I’m relieved and thankful because 
it could’ve been ‘I hate you’ or 
something we didn’t mean. 

My favorite memory is Jamari 
taking me on our first date to Beni-
hana, then afterwards he walked 
me to my front door and kissed me 
and my dad saw and we were so 
embarrassed. 

If I had one thing to tell him, I 
would tell him that I love him, and 
that I’d trade anything for him to 
be here. I wish we had more time.”

JAMARI: Friends, Family Remember Leader

to bring me up when I was down. 
I would describe him as just con-
fident—he knew who he was. He 
knew was going to be somebody. 
But at the same time, he was so 
humble, like the sweetest person 
you would ever meet.” 

Justin Anderson, Teacher
“Jamari was someone who 

could light up a room based off his 
personality alone. He was compas-

sionate, he cared about others, he 
supported others, and the relation-
ship that I had with him is some-
thing I will always remember. 

“Just a week or two before the 
tragedy, he actually brought his 
grades up from D’s and F’s, to all 
B’s. He was so happy, he said to 
me, ‘Can you save this and send it 
to my mom?’ 

“So his saved transcript is still 
on my desktop background right 

now. 
“He’s a kid that we 

all think about all the 
time, every day.”  

Armani Caston, Friend 
“That was my broth-

er, my right hand man, 
my ace. My favorite 
memory was just me, 
him, and JoJo at my 
house. 

“If I could tell him 
one last thing, it would 
be that I love him ... be-
cause I didn’t know he 
was gonna go like this.” 

Khalil Johnson, Friend 
“One of my best 

memories is watching 
Jamari play football. If 
I could, I would tell him 
I love him and that we 
gone keep doing this for 
Von, cus that’s where it 
all started.” 

Kamilah Rahman, 
Teacher

“Jamari Wilson…
that’s a topic that brings 
smiles and tears. 

“This was a young 
man who did more 
than just sit in my class-
room. Jamari changed 
and touched my life as 
a mom, on a very per-
sonal level. I’m a bet-
ter mother now than I 
was yesterday because 
of him, and I’m going to 
raise a fine son.” 

CONTINUED FROM JAMARI, ON PAGE 1

Jamari Wilson with Alazah Dawson, not long before his tragic death. 
Wilson is remembered as “someone who could light up a room based 
off his personality alone,” said Mr. Anderson. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILSON FAMILY

Jada Pearson, Friend
“Jamari was my brother, and 

like a best friend to me. The mark 
Jamari left on me was his smile, 
the way he acted, the way he car-
ried himself, the way he treated 
people. Our bond. 

“If Jamari was still here, I would 
tell him I love him, and I’m always 
gonna be his Baby D. I can’t say 
more, because I get too emotional.” 

Wilson, left, was planning to 
play football for Skyline this 
year. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF WILSON FAMILY
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Cierra Summerhill, 
CSU Northridge
Skyline Class of 2016,
Varsity Cheerleading Captain

How did you choose your college?

“Before I saw the campus, 
Northridge was not my first choice. 
But then I toured here and saw that 
it was a beautiful campus. Visiting 
the school made me feel so much 
better about it. Also, I am a Busi-
ness Management major and their 
School of Business is one of the top 
in the United States.”

What is the hardest thing about 
college?

“Realizing that I have to be 
more independent when turning 
in assignments, and even with tak-
ing notes. You have to remember to 
do things because it benefits you, 
not because someone else is telling 
or forcing you to do it. Time man-
agement is also another thing that 
is hard. I just have to remember to 
not procrastinate and get things 
done right when it is handed to 
me.”

What is the most fun/funniest 
moment in college so far?

“So far the most fun thing that 
I’ve experienced would be the par-
ties that everyone goes to, to be 
honest. Studying can be stressful 
especially within these first cou-
ple of weeks since everyone thinks 
highly of college and that you 
should be above everyone on an 
academic level. So at the end of the 
week, if there’s time, I like to take 
a break and do something fun like 

Interviews by Noah Mitchell

Life After Skyline
Where Are They Now?

party or chill with friends.”

Do you miss Skyline?

“Yes! There was nothing like my 
graduating class. All of us really 
had a bond and a connection that 
is irreplaceable. Now that I have 
to start all over with building new 
relationships, in a new place, it is 
quite challenging. Skyline made 
me the person that I am today, and 
when I go back and visit it is heart-
filling knowing that I go back to 
peers and teachers that look for-
ward to seeing me and asking me 
how life’s going.”

What do you miss most about 
Skyline?

“The thing I miss the most about 
Skyline would be the events that 
are thrown. From Titanpalooza to 
cheering at the football and bas-
ketball games, to preparing to do 
the rallies and finally getting to all 
the senior events, I wouldn’t regret 
any of it. It’ll really all be missed. 
So don’t take it for granted!”

ALL PHOTOS FROM SKYLINE YEARBOOKS

Terilyn Christy, 
UC Berkeley

Skyline Class of 2016
Debate Team

How did you choose your college?

“First of all, you have to actually 
visit schools and see if the campus 
is fit for you. People talk up Stan-
ford, and last year, Mr. Figueroa, 
as well as a buch of teachers, and 
I talked about me choosing Stan-
ford instead of Berkeley. But when 
I took a tour, I didn’t feel comfort-
able with the setting of the school. 
I felt that there was racial tension 
and I couldn’t be my true self with-
out feeling awkward. In the end, I 
decided UC Berkeley because Ms. 
Samimi went there.”

What is hardest about college?

“Keeping up with the fast pace 
of learning. In high school, you 

might focus on a subject for three 
months, but in college you will 
learn an entire chapter in a week, 
so that was and is still is a huge ad-
justment for me.”

What do you like the most about 
college?

“The different people you meet 
and interact with are definitely the 
best part of college. I have made so 
many friends with so many differ-
ent ethnic backgrounds and life-
styles. You should make as many 
friends as possible, especially if 
you need help with homework 
or catching up with notes you’ve 
missed.”

What is the most fun/funniest 
moment in college so far?

“I’m weird so my version of fun 
is starting up crazy debates in my 
politics classes. I used to be on the 
debate team at Skyline so I enjoy 
doing that where it’s necessary.”  

Ana Castro, 
College of Alameda
Skyline Class of 2016, 
Varsity Cheerleading

How did you choose your college?

“I decided to go to a two-year 
college just to save a lot of money. 
I heard that their Dental Assisting 
program was a really good pro-
gram, and I want to pursue becom-
ing a Dental Assistant. Plus, I liked 
that it isn’t too far from home.”

 
What is the hardest thing about 
college?

“So far I don’t find anything 
hard about my college, just the fact 
that everything is on you now. If 
there is a problem or anything, it’s 
on you to figure it out. No more 
‘mom, help.’”

What is the best thing about col-
lege so far?

“Deciding on what time you 
want your classes. You don’t have 
to have class everyday of the week; 
you basically choose. Professors 
aren’t treating you as a kid. You 
are a ‘grown-up’. If you have to 
step outside to answer an impor-
tant call or run to the restroom real 
quick, you don’t need to raise your 
hand and wait to be called on, you 
just go and then come back.”

What do you miss about Skyline?

“I do miss Skyline. I miss the 
environment, the bipolar weather, 
and the friendly people. Most of 
all, I miss my cheer team.”

What advice would you give to 
Skyline students?

“Have fun. Go out to the games 
and activities Skyline has to offer, 
but also make sure school work 
comes first.”

Andy Han, 
UC Berkeley
Skyline Class of 2016, 
Leadership Class President

How did you choose your college?

“At first, I was repelled by the 
idea of going to school less than 30 
minutes from home, but then I was 
invited to Senior Weekend, where 
admitted UC Berkeley students are 
brought to campus and are allowed 
to live with current Bears for four 
days and three nights. They act as 
mentors who show us the amazing 
perks and opportunities Berkeley 
gives its students. 

“Through interacting with the 
students and the campus, I felt a 
vibe that really connected with 
me. That’s what it really was: the 
feeling invoked when I stepped on 

campus. It felt like home for the 
next four years. 

“I also liked the Division I sports 
(even though we are not that 
good) and the diverse student pop-
ulation. I am nothing short of hap-
py. It was something that took me a 
very long time to think about, but I 
have no regrets.”

What is the hardest thing about 
college?

“Tough question … because 
college is amazing. I would have 
to say the best thing about college 
would have to be the freedom and 
autonomy you have over yourself. 
I can basically do anything within 
the realm of legality. But it’s really 
cool that there is no longer much 
of a set routine or structure. I can 
sleep in late or grab dinner after 
midnight. If I miss class, I have no 
worries. The world is yours and 
college is a place where you try 
new things.”

What is the best thing about col-
lege so far?

“The parties here at Cal are the 
best! You meet so many people! 
Especially during Homecoming 
Weekend when we beat Utah. It 
was just a great time, even though 
my dorm complex almost burned 
down. So much spirit and excite-
ment all around.”

What do you miss most about 
Skyline?

“The only thing I really miss 

Jeremy Kaetzel, 
UCLA
Skyline Class of 2012

What has changed at Skyline 
since you left?

“Uh … the grass is gone! Lead-
ership has done a good job at get-
ting more themed posters up 
around the campus. I remember 
Mr. Anderson talking about that 
my senior year so that’s cool to 
see. Security is tighter, it’s kinda a 
real thing now ... I had to stop and 
sign in, so that’s definitely different 
from when I was here.”

What is one of your fondest mem-
ories of Skyline?

“Definitely would have to go 
with Titanpalooza my freshman 
year. Being super overwhelmed by 
all the clubs, foods, and festivities.”

Who were your favorite teachers?

“All the teachers in the Perform-
ing Arts academy: Mrs. Hunter, 
Mrs. James, Mrs. Cooper, and Mr. 
T., also shoutout to Ms. Mac.”

What advice would you give to 
Skyline students about their long 
road ahead and how they could 
succeed?

“Your self worth and your men-
tal and physical health are more 
important than your grades. I’m 
not saying to not invest in your 
classes and study, but I am saying 
that you are more important than 
your GPA.”

Jeremy Kaetzel

about Skyline is my friends. Their 
support and friendship means the 
world to me, but we do a good job 
keeping in touch. Of course I miss 
my affiliations like Leadership, the 
Youth Center, and the sports teams 
and games. But to be complete-
ly honest, high school is nothing 
compared to college on so many 
levels, so as rough as it sounds I re-
ally don’t miss much.”

What advice would you give to 
Skyline students about their long 
road ahead?

“To my fellow Titans: Don’t try 
to plan out your entire life or future 
now. Plans never go as planned. 
I’ve been in your place and felt the 
need to know what my next step is. 
Don’t rush it... You do not need to 
know which major to pursue yet or 
which college you should attend. 
Find what you love to do and what 
works for you, because it is okay to 
try something and decide it isn’t 
right. In the meantime, have fun, 
and keep up the good habits... life 
after high school is great! ”
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Dear Poppa Bear, 

I really like this girl but I 
don’t know how to talk to her. 
What should I say to her? Help 
me out! 

Sincerely, 
Lost in Love

Dear Lost In Love,

Trust me, I’m the best person 
to ask about this situation. The 
most important thing you need 

Shihida 
Abdallah, Senior

Wearing (below): Saucony 
shoes; Levi’s jeans; baseball 

tee; Nike football jacket; fedora 
hat; curled moustache.

Where do you shop? 
Nordstrom and Macy’s. I have 

to shop mostly in-store because 
I’m shaped weird and have to try 

it on.
Fashion inspiration?

 I just google random outfits 
and go from there. Like I would 
type in “brown bomber” and see 

how they styled it.
Most you’ve ever spent on an 

item? 
Calvin Klein jacket. 

Titan Fashion 2016

Adrian Johnson, 
Senior

Wearing (above): Yeezy’s; 
faded wash grey jeans; 

Vintage Biggie Tee; distressed 
denim jacket; Jesus piece.

Where do you shop? 
H&M and Online.

Fashion inspiration? 
Migos, Kanye, Rich The Kid, Fa-

mous Dex, Sosa Man.
Most you’ve spent on an item? 

Gucci backpack.
Do you choose your outfits the 

night before? 
Yes, takes me 15-20 minutes.
How would you describe your 

style?
Trendy.

Ariel 
Thiphakinkeo, 

Senior 
Wearing (above): Adidas 

Superstars; cargo pants from 
Zara; white tee; jacket from 

Instagram boutique; Michael Kors 
watch; nameplate necklace.

Where do you shop?
Forever 21, H&M, Zara, 

BooHoo, Foot Locker, Finish Line, 
Shoe Palace.
Favorite mall? 

Stoneridge. 
Most you’ve spent on an item? 

An MCM backpack
Fashion inspiration? 

Kanye, Kim, Kylie, and Sherlina 
from Instagram.

How would you describe your 
style? 

Trendy. Every time something 
changes I just go with it.

Do you choose your outfits the 
night before? 

Yes, and it takes me up to two 
hours. 

What determines your outfit? 
The day. Monday through 

Wednesday are my bummy days. 
Thursday’s and Friday’s are dress 

up days.

Dayah & Saryah 
Colbert, Juniors 

Wearing (above, left): Black 
Nike huaraches; shorts from For-

ever 21; shirt from Garage; jacket 
from H&M; rose gold glasses.

Where do you shop? 
Mostly online UK stores

Fashion inspiration? 
Instagram page called Tumblr 

Slay.
Most you’ve spent on an item? 

Gucci Slippers.
What determines your outfit? 

I dress according to my mood. I 
either dress up or down, there’s no 

in between.
Do you choose your outfit the 

night before? 
Yes, and it can take 2 hours.

Kevion Parker, 
Junior

Wearing (left): Gym red Jordan 
12’s; Nordstrom jeans; “Wheeling 
and Dealing” T-shirt; olive bomber 

jacket; blue “Paris” baseball cap.

Where do you shop? 
Urban Outfitters. I don’t shop 
in Cali for in-store though. 

Fashion inspiration? 
I look to myself. I don’t try and 

look good for nobody.
Most you ever spent on an item? 

A fur coat.
What determines your outfit? 

Sleep. If I get too much sleep, 
then I dress bummy because I’m 

already cozy, but if I don’t get 
enough sleep then I dress up.

Wearing (above, right): Black 
Nike huaraches from Finish Line; 
cut-off Shorts from thrift store; 

off-the-shoulder V-neck top; mir-
ror shades; Forever 21 choker.

Where do you shop? 
Online stores and Instagram 

boutiques
Fashion inspiration?

 I follow this instagram page 
called OG Fashion Sense. I have 

like 500 screenshots of just outfits.
Do you choose outfits the night 

before? 
Yes. I even FaceTime my friends 

and ask their opinion. I’ll try on as 
many outfits until we get it right.

What determines your outfit? 
Definitely my mood. 

If I’m mad about something 
or at someone and I wanna stunt, 

then I’ll come cute. 

to do to get her attention is make 
her laugh. Be funny, mess around 
with her, you know, all the good 
stuff. 

Get on her good side, add her 
on Snapchat and Instagram, and 
like all of her pictures. 

After a couple weeks of that, 
you need to ask her for her num-
ber. If you really like her, you need 
to take it slow and really get to 
know her. 

Your first date can be a movie 
date … Don’t be cheap — pay for 
her! 

Dear Poppa Bear
And even though buying 

flowers and chocolate seems 
cliche, they usually work. 

Love,
Poppa Bear

A Sip of 
Skyline’s Tea
“Since he wanna be childish 
I’ma get him a toy for his birth-
day.” 

— Overheard in the Cafeteria 

“I’m not finna play with no-

body son today. He would wan-
na text me back.”  

— Overhead in the 30 Build-
ing by some mad girl

“Euhhhh sister your lips ashy. 
You need some Carmex on yo 
lips.” 

— Overhead on the Senior 
Lawn

“I don’t like old water. If it’s old-
er than two weeks, I  don’t want 
it.”

— Overhead in Ms. Samimi’s 
classroom

“I legit sound like Beyonce 
singing in the shower.” 
— Overheard in the 60 Building

“She’s too busy worried about 
her boyfriend that she’s sharing 
with _______, instead of get-
ting her life together.”

— Overheard in the Student 
Parking Lot

Do you choose your outfits the 
night before? 

No, I choose them in the morn-
ing. Or sometimes an outfit will 

pop up in my head at random, like 
while I’m in the shower.

How would you describe your 
style? 

It’s “shamazing”. Different from 
everybody. I dress more mature. 

Everyone wears True Religion but 
me. If it’s nice, I’ll wear it no mat-

ter the brand.

Overheard 
Something  

Juicy?
Drop it by 
Room 20. 

7 | Arts & Entertainment
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Orange Is The 
New Black
If you’re not already watching, 
you’re not living!

Let’s hear it for the females! “Or-
ange Is The New Black” is a #1 

hit. A delicious look into the crazy 
life of these inmates. Piper Chap-
man, a soon to be bride, is sen-
tenced to 15 months in a women’s 
prison for a crime she committed 
with her ex-girlfriend in her dis-
tant youth. I guarantee you will 
be addicted in less than three epi-
sodes; especially with all the crazy 
characters, insane circumstances, 
and horrible food. I promise, this is 
definitely worth watching.

Between
DO NOT watch this if your life 
depended on it! 

I never thought that I would 
watch something that would 

bore me to tears, but unfortunately 
I’ve found it. “Between,” starring 
Jenette McCurdy from iCarly, is 
a sci-fi about a pregnant teen in a 
small town who gets invaded by a 
mysterious disease that has every-
one dropping dead. What does this 
sound like? Ooh yeah, every other 
zombie show that appears on tele-
vision. I’m not even sure how it’s 
still on Netflix. The plot line is dull, 
predictable, and a waste of any-
one’s time. But hey if you like cry-
ing yourself to sleep because you 
can’t find anything good to watch, 
then this is the perfect show for 
you!

The Blacklist
Watch this ASAP!
 

Time to pull out the snacks and 
get to binge watching, because 

this show is worth it. Talk about a 
show with twists and turns. “The 
Blacklist” is an action-packed 
thriller about a high-profile fugi-
tive who surrenders to the F.B.I. 
to help them capture underground 
criminals. Why, you ask? To get 
closer to rookie F.B.I. Profiler Eliza-
beth Keen played by Megan Boone. 
Why is he so interested in her? Is he 
her dad? Does he know what hap-
pened to her mother? Well, I guess 
you’ll have to find out with the 
show that keeps you wanting more 
on Netflix. 

By Laryn Johnson, Senior 

What is happening to me? 
The slightest irregularities can set me 
over the top 
Like a ticking time bomb
I’m just waiting to explode 
Or am I waiting to exhale?

Random bursts of rage take over 
And it’s hell for anyone who gets 
caught in the crossfire

I am unapologetically angry
Bitter 
Furious 
I can’t control my rage
The urge to punch a wall never goes 
away 
And my fists are always clenched and 
ready to go to war with the first ob-
stacle to get in my way

I can’t trust myself
I don’t love myself 

I have lost my way and it’s getting too 
dark to find it
When I close my eyes, I see the storm 
getting closer 
I see the lightning flashing in the back 
of my eyelids 
And I feel the thunder shaking my soul 

Cold hearted and quick witted 
I am not a person who can be loved
I bring out the hurt in your heart
I am not welcomed in happy settings

So I run from all light
Further into the darkness of my heart
I can feel the last of my positivity exit-
ing my body as I flee from any chance 
that I have at a happy ending

The darkness has taken over 
Because I let it
Because I wanted it to

So I close my eyes and let it be
It’s almost over...

Then I hear your voice and I want to 
feel again 
I want to be loved again 
I want to be me again 

You call my name one more time 
And I wake up

Realizing that it was all just a dream 
My heart is warm and complete
My soul is bright and radiant 
And I have no thoughts of anger in my 
mind

I am free 
The demons have no control over me
I am okay 
I am well 
I am breathing 
I am living and will continue to live 
I can finally breathe
I am blessed
I am light 

“Different” 
By Mo’Ney Williams,  Sophomore

I am from the time where, 
Being Black, you have to face the 
fact
That you will always be looked at 
different. 
Not differently, but different.
In that you get slapped, kicked, 
stabbed, and shot 
Because you’re black 
By someone who is supposed to 
stand up for you 
And have yo back. 
But everyone around you screaming 
“Black Don’t Crack”
Like that matters…

I am from the time where, 
I’m too hard for the nerds, and 
Too weird for the thugs. 
Since I’m Black, I’m supposed to 
attract
The stereotype hood n*****
Who do nothing but sell drugs
Get b****** knocked up and
Leave them hanging to live in the 
slugs.

I am from the time, where 
I literally cry and wipe my own 
tears, 
Pick my own self up, and keep going 
by myself. 
So no one can say they really down 
for me. 

8 | Arts & Entertainment

By Mahaugoni Sellman, Senior

Let’s be friends, just friends. 
I’m not ready for a relationship, 
But I expect you to do things with me 
considered inappropriate in terms of a 
friendship. 

We’re not together, you can’t claim me. 
Yet you can’t be with anyone else but 
me. 

I need you to be loyal 
But I’ll do what I want 
And when you get mad, I’ll tell you 
we’re not together. 
If you catch feelings I’ll become dis-
tant 

You knew what this was... 
I’m not ready for a relationship. 
All them feelings you feelin, that ain’t 
me. 

You see, this is a friendship built on the 
thoughts and dreams that will never 
be. 
Man, I’m just trying to succeed and live 
from tragedy. 
See, nowadays a player can be you, 
he, or she 
Relationships built on lies and false 
dreams 
You see me I’d rather be free and just 
be me 

“Can’t Be Friends”

But I got “so many friends” Yea ok …

I am from a time, where
People screaming “free my n****” 
When they supposed to be in jail. 
Teens sitting in a cell 
Debating on if they should snitch 
But either way it goes they are 
looked at as a failure.

I am from a time, where 
I’m lame ‘cause my parents are 
strict. 
And if I talk back, I get hit 
Cause they don’t play

I am from a time, where 
I am loved. 
I have confidence.
And even though I didn’t grow up in 
the slugs 
I still go through struggles. 
And I’ll be damned if I’m not #1.

Ray Wahab, Sophomore

I’m from East Oakland,
Land of the side shows
Smelling the rubber tires burn
Hearing gunshots
And seeing people die
While watching their family 
members cry
Imagine seeing someone you know
Lyin’ in a coffin, never to be seen 
again
When will all this stop?
Before one of your homies or family 
members

Gets popped
When will all the guns drop?

But let’s talk about me,
A brother of three
Couple years, then it’s time to flee
Going off by myself
Trying to get this wealth and success
Even though my life might be a mess
I’m still gonna accomplish everything I 
set out to do and me
But you know what?
I’m finna just do me

“Where I’m From”

“Resolution”

Black Card Revoked
Knowledge On All Things ‘Black’
By Destiny Williams

1. By what time were you supposed to be home when you were 
a kid?

a) When it got dark
b) 8 pm
c)Midnight
d) When the street lights came on 

2. What’s the flavor of this kool-aid?

a) Fruit punch
b) Cherry
c) Red
d) Strawberry
e) Watermelon

3. A scrub is a ___________.

a) Cleaning device 
b) Beauty product
c) A guy that can’t get no love from me 
d) Outfit worn by doctors

4. She’s _________.

a) Fly too
b) 5’2
c) Fine too

If you answered 3/4 correct, you are Black or understand 
Black culture. Congrats! You can keep your black card!

ANSWER KEY: 1=D  2=C  3=C  4=C

By Amirah Boulware

PHOTO BY STAFF
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Black Student Union Is Back, Stronger Than Ever
By Christine Harris

Skyline students Kyndal 
Hampton, Christine Harris, 
Nadia Brooks, and Henry 

Rainey have come together in 2016 
to bring back a club that had been 
silenced on campus for years--the 
Black Student Union (BSU). Their 
goal? To leave a meaningful im-
pact on this community. Presidents 
of the BSU have already planned 
community fundraisers, college 
and career support groups, politi-
cal rallies and protests, and have 
invited local activists and speakers. 

As members of the Oakland 
community, Skyline students in 
the BSU see the importance of con-
tinuing a legacy left by activists 
and social groups such as the Black 
Panther Party, in order to bring at-
tention to local and national issues 
implicitly harming the Black Com-
munity. As unjust police killings of 
unarmed black men and women 
rise, having a strong voice within 
the school environment becomes 
even more important. 

It is unacceptable that Skyline, 
which is over one-third black, went 
through several years without a 

space where black students were 
able to come together and support 
one another.  

On a daily basis, students share 
how they feel some teachers and 
administrators treat them like the 
stereotypes and labels already as-
cribed onto their image. 

Students are angered that 
teachers don’t listen, care, or try 
to connect with them, choosing 
to instead mold them to how soci-
ety has already painted them: un-
successful, unintelligent, lazy, and 

“ratchet.” 
“I am black. And I’m scared of 

being black. Even though 
I’m a girl, I witness and 
have to tell my brothers 
and friends to be careful 
when they walk out the 
house and that’s not fair.” 

“We need solutions 
and I think the BSU will 
give us that support we need.” 

“I am black and I am not ratchet 
like how you paint us to be.”

These are the truthful dialogues 

that get exercised from a commu-
nity of people who have been si-

lenced, ignored, objectified, 
and belittled because of their 
skin color, hair, appearance, 
and negative connotations 
surrounding their race. 

The Presidents of the BSU 
realize that change happens 
with the youth and starts 

with the black community being 
educated on the covert ways the 
system at large oppresses people 
of color. They work to support, 
discuss, and practice ways to posi-
tively uplift black students at Sky-
line in order to encourage an at-
mosphere of success and unity 
between one another. 

The club has gone through 10 
successful meetings so far this 
school year, and more and more 
students come in ready to speak 
their mind without feeling cen-
sored or silenced. 

The BSU creates a safe space for 
students to share their thoughts 
on what it means to be black in 
America, at school, and in their 
daily lives. At meetings, students 
have expressed anger, fear, and the 
drive to change how black people 

“The revolution has 
always been in the 

hands of the young. 
The young always 

inherit the revolution.”
— Huey P. Newton, co-founder of 
the Black Panther Party, Oakland

are treated in the status quo. These 
students are able to deeply discuss 
the ways they feel unsafe, violat-
ed, ignored, and mistreated as in-
dividuals and even as students at 
Skyline. 

It is finally time to let the voices 
of the silenced be heard and imple-
ment the change needed to grow 
the community and education sys-
tem. Do you want support, and an 
outlet to have your voice be heard? 
Come join the BSU and attend the 
weekly meetings on Mondays and 
Wednesdays in Ms. Samimi’s Room 
17 at lunch to show your solidarity 
for the black community. The leadership of the revived BSU show their pride.

PHOTO BY STAFF

By Kyndal Hampton

Colin Kaepernick is America’s 
most hated right now for 
doing what other people are 

just scared to do. 
Kaepernick has been refusing to 

stand for the national anthem be-
fore every game, and stands by his 
actions, saying that he is “not go-
ing to stand up and show pride for 
a country that oppresses minori-
ties.”  

There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with what Kaepernick did, 
and I support his actions every step 
of the way. He did what other peo-
ple are afraid to do, and he’s get-
ting bashed for being brave and 
taking a stance for what he be-
lieves in. 

Kaepernick is peacefully fight-
ing for African Americans all over 
the country who have been racially 
profiled.

His actions personally hit home 
with me because my brother was 
racially profiled once while com-
ing home from a basketball game 
in West Oakland. 

He had on a hoodie and head-
phones. He wasn’t aware that the 
police were trying to get his atten-
tion. The police thought he was ig-
noring them, so they put a gun to 
the back of his head. 

This unjust oppression towards 
African Americans has been go-
ing on since the first slave ship was 
brought to America in 1619. And 
now in 2016, for Donald Trump to 
say, “Make America Great Again!” 
is ridiculous. The gag is, when was 
America ever GREAT? 

The people who are slandering 
Kaepernick’s name on social me-
dia and burning his jerseys are the 
ones who can’t seem to face the re-
ality, and are blinded by their own 
ignorance. They are the ones who 
believe a rapist getting jail time is 
sad, yet don’t care and don’t find 
it sad how thousands of innocent 
blacks and other minorities are 
killed by the police every single 

Colin Kaepernick, I Got Your Back!
day, as if it is unimportant and they 
deserved it. 

Kaepernick says that he has 
also suffered racial profiling when 
helping his friend move into his 
new house. The police were called, 
and guns were drawn on them, for 
doing nothing wrong other than 
being minorities in a rich white 
neighborhood. 

Fans all over the world have 
been burning his jerseys and spew-
ing hate towards his name on so-
cial media. The SFPD has gone as 
far as requesting a public apology 
from the quarterback. 

However, Kaepernick refuses 
to back down from his 1st Amend-
ment right to express his views. 

“To me, this is bigger than foot-
ball and it would be selfish on my 
part to look the other way. There 
are bodies in the street and people 
getting paid leave and getting away 
with murder,” Kaepernick said. 

“This is not something that I 
am going to run by anybody. I am 
not looking for approval. I have to 
stand up for people that are op-
pressed … If they take football 
away, my endorsements from me, 
I know that I stood up for what is 
right.”

His peaceful protest has sparked 
a movement, influencing other 
NFL players of all races and posi-
tions to join. Kaepernick has even 
influenced local young football 
players at Castlemont High school 
in Oakland to join the peaceful 
protest. 

After a photo of the Castlemont 
team kneeling during the anthem 
with their fists in the air went viral 
on social media, Kaepernick even 
visited the school to offer words of 
encouragement, and show grati-
tude to them for showing solidar-
ity to his movement.

If you ask me, I’m personally 
shocked that our very own Sky-
line football team has not joined 
the movement as well, with there 
being a large number of minorities 
on this team who have also been 
personally impacted by this type of 
discrimination and don’t feel safe 
by the people who are supposed to 
“protect” them. 

When Varsity football Coach 
Joe Bates was asked why his team 
didn’t kneel for the national an-

them he stated, “I understand that 
different people have different rea-
sons that they would or would not 
kneel. I just encourage my players 

By Tanim Woodruff
  

Why does one NFL 
player not stand-
ing up during the 

national anthem matter in 
the grand scheme, and why 
does it deserve so much at-
tention? 49er’s Quarterback 
Colin Kaepernick has inten-
tionally refused to stand for 
our nation’s anthem in every 
game since pre-season. 

As an American, I find 
Kaepernick’s actions to be 
unpatriotic and deplor-
able, and I can tell you why. 
Through his actions, it is 
clear to see that he does not 
stand behind our troops who 
are in foreign countries that 
are helping out with ter-
rorism and international 
threats. 

These men and women 
risk their lives for a country 
they believe in and in the 
freedom in which it stands.

The recent events of ra-
cial profiling and rise in 

Kaep: Not a True American

black deaths isn’t the country’s 
fault, nor is it the flag’s, or the pres-
ident’s. The problem is with our 
police systems. 

Not everyone agrees with the 
police’s actions. For one, there 
needs to be a better hiring process 
for police officers and many other 
policies need to be implemented to 
start making a difference. 

Kaepernick should take up 
these important issues with police 
forces themselves rather than tak-
ing it out on the nation’s tradition-
al flag and national anthem. 

I disagree with Kaepernick’s 
actions, but I understand his 
cause. His actions don’t say why 
he’s doing it, but his words do. 
That’s why he should show he 
is in support of BLM and voice 
his opinions like Lebron James 
does, during interviews. 

Standing for the flag isn’t 
done in support of the coun-
try. Standing for the flag of any 
nation is done to support the 
people who have died for their 
country because they believe in 
it and its freedom.

I know there is a better way 
of showing we need to change 
our country’s problems with 
police and racism, but not in the 
unpatriotic and, frankly, disre-
spectful way that Kaepernick 
has. I will continue to stand for 
my country and for what I be-
lieve in. 

Kaepernick will continue to 
sit. But remember, a country 
doesn’t change overnight.

At our current rate, Kaepe-
rnick will continue to sit for a 
long time.  

“Standing for the 
flag of any nation is 
done to support the 

people who have died 
for their country, 

because they believe 
in it and its freedom.”

Quarterback 
unfairly bashed 
for being brave

to be educated on the issue. If they 
feel like they would like to kneel 
and their families discussed it, then 
they definitely have the right to 

kneel. If they don’t want to kneel, 
then they don’t want to kneel. I’m 
not necessarily a big time advocate 
for the flag or the anthem myself, 

49ers Eric Reid and Colin Kaepernick kneel during the National Anthem.
PHOTO BY THEARON W. HENDERSON/GETTY IMAGES

but I give my play-
ers freedom to do 
and act how they 
please. I’m not go-
ing to force them.”

 I don’t know 
when this all will 
come to an end. 
Honestly, I don’t 
think it ever will.
But we need to 
stand up for Kae-
pernick, stop be-
ing scared, come 
together, and start 
a revolution. Be-
sides, when did it 
ever become the 
law that you HAD 
to stand for the na-
tional anthem?
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Trayvon Martin. Alton 
Sterling. Philando Cas-
tile. Pedro Villanueva. 

Oscar Grant. Freddie Gray. Eric 
Garner. Michael Brown. San-
dra Bland. How many more 
names of black fathers, sons, 
brothers, and valued commu-
nity members will we have to 
mourn at the hands of police? 
How many more families will 
be forced to go through life 
without their precious loved 
ones by their side? How can we 
call this nation the land with 
“liberty and justice for all”? 

On September 28th, 2016, 
yet another black man was 
pronounced dead from police 
shootings near San Diego. Po-
lice claim that the man was act-
ing erratically and pulled out 
an unidentifiable object from 
his pocket. Thus, attempting 
to justify the officer’s irrational 
acts as a form of self-defense. A 
couple days after the incident, 
the situation become clear.

 The man was named Alfred 

By Peterson Le

Olango, 38, and had a mental ill-
ness, which explains his belliger-
ent behaviors. After the police ar-
rival, he pulled out a 3 inch silver 
vape from his pocket and pointed 
it at them, insinuating that it was 
a violent weapon. One police fa-
tally shot him while another tased 
him. Days later, protesters exer-
cised their First Amendment right 
to voice their opinions and form 
assembly by protesting in the area 
of the scene while holding “Black 
Lives Matter” signs.

Day by day, it seems as though 
the lives of people of color (P.O.C) 

Who wants a man who dis-
criminates against oth-
ers, disrespects women, 

and insults people based on their 
race as their president? Not me, 
and I hope you don’t, either! 

This year’s presidential candi-
dates are Donald Trump and Hill-
ary Clinton, and the big election 
day (November 8th) is coming up 
quicker than we think. If there is 
one thing that these two have in 
common, it is that they are disliked 
by many. A great deal of people are 
against both Trump and Clinton 
having the opportunity to become 
President of the United States. “I 
feel like it’s a joke. I can’t take ei-
ther of them seriously,” said Junior 
Luz Hernandez. She is definitely 
not the only person that feels this 
way, but when it comes down to it, 
we have to elect one of them.

Trump doesn’t seem to have a 
plan for the United States. He talks 
and talks about how he is going to 
“make America great again”, but 
when has he ever specifically said 
how he plans to do so? Think about 
it. All he does is talk, without any 
action. The worst part is, there are 
many people who do not see this. 
They like what they hear because 
they think he speaks his mind, and 
is not a traditional politician. How-
ever, people need to realize that 
just because he says he is going to 
“change things”, doesn’t mean he 
actually will.  

“When Mexico sends its people, 
they are not sending their best… 
They’re bringing drugs. They’re 
bringing crime. They’re rapists. 
And some, I assume, are good 
people.” Trump stated this when 
he announced his candidacy. You 

Clinton Better than Racist, Sexist Trump

By Rosa Floriano

simply cannot make assumptions 
like this about a whole group of 
people. Mexicans are not all rap-
ists or drug dealers. Yes, there are 
Mexicans who commit crimes, just 
like there are people of every sin-
gle other race who commit crimes. 
However, most immigrants, legal 
or not, come to this country with 
the intention of making a living 
for themselves and their families. 
Many leave everything behind 
to give their children what they 
themselves were not able to have.

I can see why some people dis-
like Clinton, and why they would 
not want her running our coun-
try. Clinton can come off as cold 
and untrustworthy, and some peo-
ple claim that she is unqualified 
to serve due to her email scandal. 
However, I also think that com-
pared to Trump, she is unques-
tionably the better candidate. She 
actually has a plan for the United 
States, and has made it clear how 
she wants to achieve it. One thing 
Clinton wants to do is help college 
students by reducing their tuition 
debt. She plans to do so by increas-
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By Sara Gonzalez

There is a known difference 
between the ways academy 
students get treated on cam-

pus in comparison to non-academy 
students, and it is absolutely un-
fair. We, non-academy students, 
do not have as much of a privilege 
on campus as most of the Skyline 
student body. 

There are four academy path-
ways that Skyline has to offer: 
Green Academy, Computer Acad-
emy, Education Academy, and 
the new Visual & Performing Arts 
Pathway. These pathways offer 
hands-on classes that students 
who aren’t in academies cannot 
take, like Psychology, Film-mak-
ing, AP Studio Art, Performance 
Careers, and many more.

Not only do academy students 
get these classes reserved for 
them, but they are also the first to 
get their lockers at the beginning 
of the school year. This leaves non-
Academy students, like myself and 
many more, having to wait weeks 
before being able to get a simple 
place to store their work and text-
books. Because I was not in an 
academy, I was forced to wait six 
weeks before being able to get my 
own locker.

Senior Kyndal Hampton, also a 
non-academy student, shared the 
same frustration I had. “I definitely 
noticed that the academy students 
have more of a privilege over the 
non-academy students… They got 
their lockers like two months be-
fore us,” she stated. “I had to wait 
a month and a half before I got a 
locker. And I just feel like they do 
more stuff than us.”

Academy students get offered 
many opportunities and get to go 
on several field trips throughout 
the year. Non-Academy students 
do not get offered field trips and 
are put in over-crammed classes 
with other students who may not 
take their education as seriously as 
they do.

Kaitlyn Quach, a Green Acade-
my junior, was quick to admit a dif-
ference in opportunities. “We get 
offered a lot field trips. I noticed 
that other kids, who aren’t in acad-
emies, they don’t go on lots of field 
trips. It’s not fair,” Quach said.

Destiny Chao, another senior in 
the Green Academy acknowledges 
the difference in opportunities be-
tween academy and non-academy 
students. “We go on a lot of field 
trips that people who aren’t in the 
Green Academy don’t get to go to, 
unless they know Akatugba. We 
also have hella money,” said Chao

What is also unfair is that many 
students apply to be in an acad-
emy, but get denied or waitlisted, 
leaving them to either go through 
school without the same opportu-
nities that those in academies get, 
or having to work harder to suc-
ceed in their classes.

Non-Academy students deserve 
the same opportunities those in 
academies get and have a right to 
be treated just as equally as them. 
What can we do to change that?

Police Are Not ‘Protecting’ Us
People of color 
are living in fear

are devalued by the men in blue, 
the so-called “protectors” of so-
ciety. The question still stands; 
who can people of color turn to 
when the ones who should pro-
tect them are the ones killing them 
off?  

The police fear for their lives 
without reason. It seems as though 
they are here only to keep those 
who are already safe even more 
safe, but fail to protect those in dire 
need. People of color hear obituar-
ies before police sirens. There is no 
hero behind the guns that shoot 
down the innocent. 

ing taxes on the wealthy class. 
At each Presidential Debate so 

far, it has been brought up that 
Trump constantly insults women. 
Which is very true. From calling 
a Latina beauty pageant nominee 
“Miss Housekeeping”, to saying he 
enjoys “grab[bing] women by the 
p****,” Trump has made it clear 
that he has no respect at all for 
women. Letting him into office 
would be an embarrassment to 
women’s rights and equality. 

Junior Cynthia Barboza, had a 
strong opinion about this issue, “I 
think that every year, our candi-
dates have less respect and integ-
rity. It’s a shame that our first cabi-
net accomplished more with less 
resources and wealth. Today, we 
are stuck with people like Trump.” 

A poll done at Skyline High 
School demonstrated that, out of 
173 students, 5.2% of students 
would vote for Donald Trump, 
whereas 43.4%  would vote for 
Hillary Clinton; 51.4% would not 
vote at all. 

Clearly, many people do not 
want to vote at all, and this is a 

Academy 
Students  
Have 
Extra 
Privileges
Special classes, 
more field trips

People of col-
or want to believe 
that they will not 
be discriminated 
against because 
of something so 
superficial as the 
color of their skin. 
They are born into 
a system created 
to further limit 
their possibilities 
and stunt their 
growth; a system 
in which they can-
not escape. Feel-
ing as though fail-
ure is destined and 
the only recogni-
tion received will 

be that of a hashtag. A hashtag 
of when they are dehumanized, 
devalued, and shot dead by the 
police.

Of course, people are quick 
to say not all police are bad, 
and that is absolutely true. But 
when will it be recognized that 
not all P.O.C are criminals? 
When will society see this is a 
reoccurring issue, failed to be 
solved, rather than a simple 
current event? This is no longer 
a product of simple discrimina-
tion and poor judgements. This 
is a massacre.

A poll done at 
Skyline High School 
demonstrated that, 

out of 173 students, 
5.2% of students 

would vote for Donald 
Trump, whereas 

43.4%  would vote for 
Hillary Clinton; 51.4% 
would not vote at all.

huge issue in itself. Everyone 18 
and older should use their power 
to fight against Trump by voting 
for Clinton. If Trump does win, 
which is unfortunately more pos-
sible than people think, everyone 
who did not vote is at fault. It is our 
responsibility to stand up for what 
is right. I refuse to vote for a man 
whose horrible words have begun 
a wave of hate in America. 

One has actual 
plans, the other 
only insults people
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Tennis:
Janne Ho

Favorite song? “Code” 
by Ellie Goulding 

Favorite movie? Now 
You See Me 2

Favorite subject? Science 

Hobbies? Key Club and playing 
tennis and badminton 

Relationship status? Single 

# years wrestling? Started 
MMA when I was 9. 

Weight? I don’t know! I’m 
mad skinny though. 

GPA? Last semester 
I got a 4.43.

Future goals? To 
live a happy life. 

Race? Black, Choctan, 
Puerto Rican, and Mexican 

Favorite movie? Spirited 
Away and Kill Bill 

Favorite artist? Frida 
Kahlo, and for music it’s 
Chance the Rapper. 

Something people don’t know 
about you? I have scars on my 
right rib cage from pneumonia. 

Relationship status? Married 
to pizza! No, I’m single. 

Football:
Naseme Colvin

Favorite thing to do 
besides football? Play 

Madden, the video game

Favorite song? Choosy, Yatta

Favorite book? City of Ember

One thing people 
wouldn’t know about 

you? “I’m a mama’s boy”

Relationship Status? 
Single ready to mingle

Cheerleading:
Chloe Harris
# years cheerleading? I cheered in elementary 
school for Grass Valley. We were the Eagles. 

Volleyball:
Jordan Bess

# years playing 
volleyball? 6 years

Extracurriculars? Homework 
and Leadership

Craziest dream? I was at 
school and giant spiders 

were chasing me

Favorite food? Sushi, spicy tuna

Something people 
wouldn’t know about 

you? I like mermaids

Relationship status? Single af

Athletes of the Month
As chosen by their coaches

Interviews by  Mahaugoni Sellman, Kyndal Hampton, Cameryn Mabry; Photos by Mahaugoni Sellman

Wrestling: 
Nadia Brooks

Golf:
Aminah 

Hanif-Cruz
# years golfing? Since 

the 5th grade.

Middle name? I. 

Race? Black, Filipina, Fijian 

Favorite movie? I watch 
too many to decide. 

Shoe size? 7.5

GPA? 3.70

Relationship status: Talking 
… don’t be nosey :)

Cross-Country
Eleanor Wikstrom

Why coaches chose her? “She’s 
been consistently breaking 

school records ever since she 
started running for us. It’s 

impressive.” — Coach Kuang

GPA?  4.0 

Best friend? Can’t choose 

Favorite movie?  Mr. Nobody 

Favorite subject? 
English and History 

Relationship status? 
Non-existent

Race? I’m the NUBIAN 
GODDESS lol I’m black ya’ll. 

Fav shoe brand? Vans 

Fav song? TWENT88-
PUSH IT and Overtime 
by Schoolboy Q. Those 
are my jams right now. 

Birthstone? Rose 

Fav Netflix? I really 
wouldn’t know. I don’t 
watch Netflix much. 

Relationship status? I’M 
MARRIED. Look don’t 
ya’ll be nosey now. LOL!
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We will be there! 
Next up, is the Drama Depart-

ment! Skyline’s drama classes 
are taught by the passionate Ms. 
Awele. Senior captain Richard 
Nguyen shared that the actors al-
ready have some interesting plans 
in store. According to Nguyen, 
“The plays will focus a lot more on 
social justice and current events 
happening in Oakland.” However, 
nothing is set in stone yet. 

“We’ve been reading scripts, 
but haven’t made a final decision 
on our first play,” he said. Although 
we got a first glimpse at some great 
skits on Preview Night, viewers 
can expect the first major produc-
tion from the drama department to 
come around December or Janu-
ary. Be there or be square! 

Next is Jazz Band!
There is nothing like walking by 

the Music Building 7th Period and 
hearing the classy sounds of jazz 
coming from Mr. Williams’ class-
room. Junior Donovan Zed has 
been in Jazz Band since he arrived 
at Skyline, and out of all of the 
classes in his schedule, he enjoys 
Jazz Band the most. 

Zed says, “I just really like the 
chemistry and connections we 
have built with each other. Every-
one’s in this class for a reason, and 
everyone wants to be there.” Jazz 
Band’s first amazing performance 
was on preview night, but you can 
also catch them participating in 
Skyline’s seasonal performances, 
a special night at Yoshi’s, and even 
more!

Next we have Marching Band!
You might recognize them as 

the people who play music at foot-
ball games, but the marching band 
is much more than just that. Also 
instructed by Mr. Williams, this 
band is made up of brass, wood-
wind, and percussion instru-
ments. According to Jahsi McE-

PREVIEW: Spotlight on Performing Arts Dept.

(Above:) Lyric Lazard and Donavan Zed 
perform a piece of drama. (Right:) Gabby 
Delgado, of Dance Production gets expressive. 
(Bottom, right:) Orchestra students focus.

wen, the lead drum major, they 
“practice three times a week, but 
we also have after school practice 
on Wednesdays from four to six.” 
Their hard work hasn’t gone unno-
ticed. Make sure to keep an eye out 
for them at the next Skyline foot-
ball game that you attend!

Last — but not least — is Choir!
This is the start of a new chap-

ter for choir, as the new director, 
Ms. Beverly, has taken charge of 
all choir and piano classes at Sky-
line. Although she is a new teacher 
to Skyline, Beverly seems to be en-
thusiastic about the year. 

“I think that I have a lot to of-
fer,” she said. “I’ve been a singer, 
I’m a composer, I’ve done perform-
ing and musical theater... All of 
that I think enriches what I bring 
to choir.” 

She says that by using her past 
experiences, she hopes to connect 
with and guide the students in her 

class. Choir’s first performance was 
on Preview Night, but if you want 
to see more of choir then keep your 
ears peeled for an announcement 
from Ms. Beverly. 

All of these different groups in 
the performing arts department 
have their own flavor that they 
bring to the table, but they all gath-
er under the same goal: to enter-
tain! Whether it’s Jazz Band with 
their soulful blues or Drama giving 
more suspense than you can han-
dle, make sure to keep an eye out 
for all of their performances. They 
are all sure to please!

PHOTOS BY MS. LITWIN

By Sabrina Ramos

If I found out my man was cheat-
ing on me, that would be the 
end of him and I, forever. Peri-

od. When I asked Skyline students, 
“Is it okay to cheat on your boy-
friend or girlfriend?” their facial 
expressions were that of if they’d 
seen a ghost.

Cheating is wrong. Regardless 
of the circumstances. If cheating 
on your significant other is even a 
thought in your head, you should 
not be with them. Stop wasting 
your partner’s time. And most im-
portantly, stop wasting your own 
time.

If you are unhappy in your re-
lationship, but want to stay with 
that person, work it out. But if you 
don’t care if your relationship sur-
vives or not, and would be happier 
without that person, break things 
off as soon as possible. You’re actu-
ally hurting that person’s feelings 
more by staying with them! The 
longer you hold on and the longer 
you stay in this relationship, fool-
ing this person by letting them 
think everything is alright, the 
more you’ll hurt this person.

If you think you need to cheat 
because you want to be with some-
one else to the point that it cannot 
wait until you’re done with the per-
son you’re currently in a relation-
ship with, you’re just selfish. Not 

only are you not respecting your 
current piece and the person you’re 
trying to holla at next, you’re not 
respecting yourself. Your current 
bae deserves the respect of you 
not fooling around and making 
them look bad. The new person 

deserves more than being a “side 
piece.” And you’re too valuable to 
give your full attention and love to 
more than one person. Not every-
one deserves your love, so don’t let 
everyone have it.

I don’t care how bad a guy 

wants to be with me. If he’s in a re-
lationship or with another girl, I’m 
inclined to respect their relation-
ship, respect his girl, and respect 
myself. I deserve to be more than 
someone’s “secret” or rebound. If 
you want to be with me, you’ll get 
rid of any baggage. If you can’t do 
that, you must not want to be with 
me. Furthermore, you aren’t wor-
thy of being my man. 

If you’re happy in your relation-
ship and still want to cheat, you 
should re-evaluate your relation-
ship and your morals. If you’re 
happy, there should no reason for 
you to cheat. If you want some-
thing from your significant other 
that they are not willing to offer, do 
not go seek this from other people.

If you truly love your man or 
your woman, respect their values, 
even if they’re completely different 
from your own. Do not disrespect 
them by jeopardizing your rela-
tionship through your unfaithful-
ness. 

If you want to jump from per-
son to person and have the physi-
cal benefits of being in a relation-
ship without commitment, make 
that clear. Don’t engage in a rela-
tionship if you know you can’t be 
faithful.

You don’t have to spend the rest 
of your life with this person, but be 
clear of your intentions. Be honest, 
be real. Yes, we are young, but re-
spect your man or your woman. Do 
not cheat. 

Why do we do it?

Stop Cheating on Bae! 

Temptations are everywhere. Be true to your bae!
PHOTOS BY STAFF
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What’s 
Your 
Sign?
Scorpio  October 23 — 

November 21 (The Scorpion)
Scorpios are detectives—

always eager to explore mys-
teries and get to 
the bottom of 
things. A Scorpio 
is very passion-
ate and intense, 
with a magnet-
ic personality 
that draws you in. However, 
when a Scorpio’s passion gets 
the best of them, they can be-
come jealous and controlling. 

Sagittarius  November 22 — 
December 21 (The Archer)
A Sagittarius is the life of 

the party--full of energy and a 
desire to try new things. Posi-

tive and op-
timistic, oth-
ers gravitate 
to their hap-
py- go - l u c k y 
attitude and 

outgoing personality. How-
ever, the carefree Sagittari-
us can be reckless, and hurt 
others with blunt honesty or 
thoughtless acts. 

— By Destiny Williams

CONTINUED FROM PREVIEW ON PAGE 1


